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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OP SAHARA CONPLICT 
REF: (A) ALGIERS 1389, (B) DAKAR 875 (NOTAL) 

1. TUNISIAN AMBASSADOR OUANES, WHO IS ALSO ACCREDITED 
TO MALI AND MAURITANIA, PREDICTED LAST FEBRUARY THAT 
MALI WOULD BE INVOLVED IN A MEDIATION EFPORT BETWEEN 
MAURITANIA AND ALGERIA/POLISARIO (REPTEL B). DURING 
PREVIOUSLY ARRANGED CALL MAY 5, 1 ASKED OUANES WHAT HE 
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COULD TELL ME ABOUT THE COMING MEETING THE ORGANIZATION 
OP SAHARAN STATES AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO MALI'S ROLE IN 
ANY MEDIATION EPFORT. 

2. OUANES EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT MALI'S MAIN OBJECTIVE 
AT THE SAHARAN MEETING WILL BE TO PERSUADE ALGERIA TO 
AGREE TO THE JOINT EXPLOITATION OP A URANIUM DEPOSIT 
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THAT HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN DISCOVERED SITTING ASTRIDE THE 
MALI-ALGERIAN BORDER. OUANES SAID HE DOES NOT KNOW 
EXACTLY WHERE ON THE BORDER THE DEPOSIT IS SUPPOSED TO 
BE LOCATED. IN RETURN EOR SUCH AN AGREEMENT, MALI IS 
READY TO TILT TOWARD ALGERIA ON THE WESTERN SAHARA 
PROBLEM, AND WILL PROBABLY RECOGNIZE THE SAHARAOUI 
ARAB DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC. OUANES SAID HE DOES NOT KNOW 
FOR SURE, BUT ASSUMES THAT MALI'S EFFORTS TO MEDIATE 
BETWEEN MAURITANIA AND ALGERIA ARE CONTINUING WITH 
ALGERIA'S BLESSING IN THE HOPE OF SEPARATING MAURITANIA 
FROM MOROCCO. 

3. COMMENT: FROMTHIS OPTIC, IT IS HARD TO BELIEVE THAT 
A MOE TOWARD A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION IN THE WESTERN SAHARA 
COULD BE MADE WITHOUT MOROCCO. 

COHEN 
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